
�*�' �`�e�k�\�c�c�`�^�\�e�k���^�c�X�j�j���j�f�c�l�k�`�f�e�j

E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D R O O M  C O M M E N T A R Y

Seattle Library, Seattle, Washington, United States of America. 
Architect: O"ce of Metropolitan Architecture / LMN Architects joint venture. Copyright: Christian Richters
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The fa"ade is of paramount importance 
in terms of building performance and 
is an important architectural element, 

ranking alongside building site and form. 
It is not only the aesthetics that make the 
fa"ade so signi#cant - depending on a series 
of factors such as complexity, materials and 
#nishes, performance, and magnitude and 
location of the project, the fa"ade can account 
for anything between 15 and 25 per cent of 
the total construction costs and represent 
a substantial part of the technical  and 
commercial risk on any given project. 

The fa"ade is the #lter between the climate 
outside and the conditioned space inside, it 
determines the appearance of the building, 
and its performance relies on appropriate 
speci#cation, design, and delivery of a 
multitude of components and systems. The 
fa"ade/structure interfaces, as well as interfaces 
between di$erent cladding packages and 
other special areas is ªwhere   things always go 
wrongº. Successful projects generally depend 
on a high degree of collaboration across the 

design team and throughout the supply chain. 
Where the collaboration and the contractual set 
up is handled competently, value can be added 
through excellent technical and aesthetical 
detailing and risk can be managed in terms of 
cost and programme. The competent people 
dealing with the fa"ade (or the building 
envelope) are referred to as fa"ade engineers 
and the relatively new #eld is becoming 
increasingly important as part of an integrated 
approach to design and delivery of buildings. 
Notwithstanding the impact of facades there 
is a lack of industry-wide regulation of the 
professionals in this #eld.
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In 2003, a group of professionals established 
the Society of Fa"ade Engineering (SFE) 
in recognition of the need to `regulate' 
the industry and introduce a system of 
accreditation. The SFE was inaugurated in 2004 
as a Society under the Chartered Institution for 
Building Services Engineers (CIBSE), supported 
by the Institution of Structural Engineers 
(IStructE) and the Royal Institute of British 
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